Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE JT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV 1o cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV's lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t 1s”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem 1o our cormunity. 1 find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Biack programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, [ feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, ]
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. I this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Hist nth, T will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manages
WABC-TV
7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10625

RETURN LIKE IT 15 TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” { am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show {0 % hour, 1n order 1o expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like ¥t Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 vears with timely and critical analysis of the political, econontic and
cultural issues that shape our hives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
«called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of ihe gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like [t [s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. [am very aware that

Disney owns ABC. While 1 will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not

granted, T will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my

purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which

my community can register its d1sple.asure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like [t Is” serves.
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Mr. Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO 11S ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally altotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insuft to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like [t Is”
has offered a unigue and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. | will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It [s”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.

Printand Sign_ o Keehaly Myees Aw s P
Address 38 SCL)G,GCG ¢ AV’E{ U
Newoce NI g-ille

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA




Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincoln Square
‘New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE i7 15 TO 1TS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV 10 cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 72 hour, 1n order 1o expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 vears with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic snd
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most peeded opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program m
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, T ¢all upon you fo return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. Iam very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While { will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, T will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like it Is” serves.




Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteemn to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by arring various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t 1s”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S, (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Canbbean and even Afnca itself,

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiican ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While {
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like [t [s”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show fo its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, T will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WARC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV 10 cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 2 hour, in order to expand
the ime allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insuiting?

“Like 3t 1s,” with s award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the polttical, economic and
cultural issues that shape our Lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Comnission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a umique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amcrican
perspective. To date 1t is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today manyv of the gains that peopte of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline.  The fact that “Like It I3 is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first trv to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Leke It Is7 to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While | will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and niy
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensifivity to the audience that
“Like [t Is™ serves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT?!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” | am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ' hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysts of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, T call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [am very aware that

- Disney owns ABC. While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request 1s not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Mr, Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKFE [T IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WARBC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commussion called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It {s”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest mnning African-American produced
television program in the U S, (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Canbbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with vour station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, | call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its oniginal hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feei that if these reasonable requests are not granted, [
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming fo honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV
7 Lincoln Square
New Yark, NY 10423

RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of ~Like It [s” [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥4 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertaimment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with tinely and critical anatysis of the potitical, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the medra to provide greater representation of peopie of color and the various 1ssues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an Afncan American
perspective. To date it 1s the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms 1§ in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then o slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to 1ts oniginal hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, T will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which

my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like it Is” serves.
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Mr. Dave Dawvis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am cutraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. { find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself,

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newstootns is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While {
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, [ wilf

without hesitation use the options mentioned above. /,,
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Mr. Dave Dawvis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV
7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1§ TO ITS ORIGINAL | HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Instde Stuff”. a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an atternpt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in licu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It [s”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO I'TS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometinies situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context, The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.§., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour tormat. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, [
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like [t Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retum the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not retummed to its one hour format in fime for Black History month, I wall
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.

Print and Sign c’m MM
Address % (%% M NS oS |{

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA




Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO 1TS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our tives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week senal context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like it Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previousiy had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in licu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While {
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, T feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. [f this show is not returned fo its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr, Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKFE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong suppotter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. [ find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
medig to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, [ feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, [
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining 1o what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retumn the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, T will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA




Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Instde Stuff”, a quast sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. 1 find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S, (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous. frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, | calt upon you to return “Like [t Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While 1
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, | feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like [t Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming fo honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show 1s not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I wili
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WARC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York NY 10023

RETURN LIKE 1T 15 TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” | ain outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show 10 % hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertaimment.  How insulting!

“Like 1t Is,” with its award winning bost and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a umque and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running Atrican American produced television program in
the US and has preduced the largest body of programs and decumentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that peaple of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms 1s in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While 1 will always support this program, if this reasonable request i35 not
granted, T will find ether ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and niy
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like {t {s” serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-IV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT I¥ TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV {o cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to %2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like 1t Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 vears with timely and criticat analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commissiot, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a umque and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has proeduced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Raciat diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It s to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While | will always support this program, if this reasonable request 1s not
granted, T will find other ways to express nty displeasure via my network viewing habits ana my
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage otherts to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like [t [s” serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT 15 TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision ot WABC-
TV 10 cut the tormat of this esteemed public service/news show to %2 hour, 1n order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Nobie, has served the American
public tor the past 34 vears with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a umique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amcican
perspective. 'To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today manv of the gains that peopie of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is 1
decline. The fact that “Like It [s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is7 to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While { will always support this program, if this reasonable request s not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and miy
putchasing power.  And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
m)« community can register its dlsp[easure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that

“Like [t Is” serves.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square
New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viwer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quast sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
onginally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host (il Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to0 8 new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black communtity in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diverstty, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always sapport “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, [ feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. | will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately, If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

T Lincolnn Squase

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like it Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media dunng the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, T call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It [s”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like 1t Is” [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicemews show to 2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How wnsulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winmng host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with tumely and cnitical anatysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape ouwr lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Comimnission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s sthnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed oppertunity for people to examine ciurrent affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms 1S 10
decline. The fact that “Like It [s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time tormat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing frend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It {s” to its oniginal hour format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. Whie { will abways support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I wiil encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Souare

New York NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT 15 TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV 10 cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to %2 hour, i order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like 1t Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
pubtic for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysts of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Comimission, which

- called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s-ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it'is the longest running African Amencan produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upoen you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While § will always support this program, it this reasonable request 1s not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register ifs displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, | am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

- Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsroormns is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While |
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, [
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It [s”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is™ always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lineoln Square

New York NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT 15 TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” ] am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥4 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Comitission, which
-called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like [t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, ] call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While § will always support this program, if this rcasonable request s not
granted, T will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its thp[easure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that

“Like 1t [s” serves.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN L/KE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR_FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quast sposts, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. [ find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It [s” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, |
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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